
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lake Mathews Community, 

 

 

Happy December!  As you read the articles, you will see the many 

important learning topics being taught before we take our winter 

holiday. 

 

The state has released the CAASPP official results for schools and 

districts.  We will be looking at these in depth and using the infor-

mation to guide the planning of instruction at all grade levels.  We 

have much to celebrate as well as some areas in which additional 

focus is needed.  We are always working toward GREAT! 

 

Please be certain to check the calendar for the next academic year 

(2018-19).  School begins on August 13, 2018, and will end on May 

30, 2019.  A copy is attached again this month. 

 

Notices about the winter program have been sent home.  Please note 

we are asking parents to choose 1 of the 3 performances as our 

space is limited and all performances include TK– 4 and chorus. 

Kindness club will be selling beverages and snacks in front of the 

school before the performances to raise funds for their t-shirts. 

 

We hope you all enjoy the 2 weeks of winter holiday—time for 

family, friends, and relaxation before the start of the New Year—

2019! 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Sincerely, 

Pamela R. Williams 
Principal 
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Safety Note 

Dismissal traffic is a chal-

lenge, and we ask drivers to 

observe traffic codes and to 

use caution.  Cars are not to 

be in the red curb zones even 

if drivers are in the car.     

Drivers are asked to be cau-

tious and courteous.  Our 

students ‘ safety is at stake. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Winter Break — Dec 23-Jan 7 



Transitional Kindergarten Talk 

ing our vocabulary of sight words. 

Our theme this month in language 

arts is “Food”.  We will read stories 

such as Apple Farmer Annie and Our 

Special Sweet Potato Pie.  During 

Writing, we will write on the topics 

of food, recipes, and menus.  

Social Studies/Science:  During 

December we will be learning about 

the different ways the holidays are 

celebrated around the world. We 

will continue to focus on events and 

how things change over time.  In 

science, we will continue to study 

the topics of Matter and Water. 

Math:  We will be learning about 

Addition Situations!  The students 

will be learning the math symbols 

for addition (+  =) and writing math 

sentences.  We will  be creating 

story problems and learning how to 

solve these word problems. 

General Notes:  Please work with 

your child on learning to tie their own 

shoes. Did you know that after Janu-

ary 1st, Kindergarten Teachers 

“forget” how to tie shoes?   

 

Mrs. Mattson   Ext. 43545    

smattson@rusd.k12.ca.us                              

Mrs. Ippolito  Ext. 43524 

dippolito@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Verango   Ext. 43512 

                dverango@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Volker    Ext.  43503 

                pvolker@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Chatter 

 

Kindergarten News  

December is a very exciting and 

busy time of year, and with 

Thanksgiving arriving so late this 

year, we have a lot to do and so 

little time to do it!   

 

Language Arts:  We continue on 

our journey of in-depth coverage 

by introducing a letter each week. 

(Nn & Cc) We will continue working 

with the HFW (high frequency 

words) and introduce to & have.  
Our sentences are becoming more 

interesting now that we are build-

TK Newsletter 

December is a busy month.  Af-

ter the Thanksgiving break and 

time off for Parent Teacher 

conferences, the students did 

not hesitate to get back into 

their routines. 

We began a new unit “Life on a 

Farm” and we will be learning 

about the different types of 

farms.  During this time, we will 

make applesauce (after learning 

about an apple orchard) and 

bread (after learning about the 

process wheat goes through from 

farm to table.)   

Our focus during math instruc-

tion will be on the number 5 and 

how we recognize it, break it 

down into parts, compare it to 

other groups of objects, and 

write it.  It is a critical concept 

in TK, as it lays a solid foundation 

for number sense. 

We are looking forward to singing 

in our Winter Program and are 

practicing every day! 

 Mrs.Burch  Ext 43505 

(mburch@rusd.k12.ca.us) 
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Second Grade Scoop 

                First grade focus 

                         Second Grade Scoop 

     December will be an exciting month for our second graders!  With only three weeks in December, we have a lot 

to learn. 

Our mathematicians will learn how to add and subtract double digit numbers.  We will also continue to re-

view place value. Please continue to practice addition and subtraction skills.  Students should commit their addi-

tion and subtraction facts to 20 by memory.   

In language arts, we will begin theme 3, Let’s Create. We will be reading such stories as Dancing as a Team 

and Abuelo and the Three Bears. We will read other stories in our anthologies relating to neighborhoods and com-

munities. As we read, some of the comprehension strategies we will be working on will be cause and effect, draw-

ing conclusions, and author’s purpose. 

 In writing, we will be introducing narrative writing.  Students will write narratives which recount well-

developed events, include details to describe actions, thought, and feelings and provide a closure.   We will contin-

ue to stress the importance of using proper grammar and conventions when writing.  Please continue to look over 

your child’s completed homework writing assignments. 

In social studies our students will be studying The Land Around Us.  They will learn to read map keys, work 

on creating their own personal maps, and learn about the United States and the bordering countries.  

Students will also have a chance to share their maps through an oral presentations. 

We hope you have a very safe and happy holiday break.      

Mrs. Baca: Ext. 43515 (kbaca@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Grova : Ext. 43514 (lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

Mrs. McBride: Ext. 43507 (cmcbride@rusd.k12.ca.us)  Mrs. D. Flores  Ext. 43510 (dflores@rusd.k12.ca.us)  

First Grade Update 

First graders enjoyed so many activities during our weeks leading up to the holiday break.  All four 
classes had a delicious feast to celebrate theme 2:  Our Families, Our Neighbors.  We had fun eat-
ing together and even drew turkeys on the tablecloths.  Because our community is so diverse, it is 
important to learn and celebrate traditions other families have.  With that in mind, we rotated to 
each first grade room and learned about not only Christmas, but other holidays around the world 
like Dwali, Hanukkah, Kwanza, and Los Posadas.  The students found them to have both similari-
ties and differences.  The unit was ended with students reflecting on their own family traditions.  
Our math unit focused on subtraction and missing addends.  Students took story problems from 
model to drawing, to number sentence with solution.  In science, students explored light and 
sound and how they travel.  Social studies is packed with fun!  We learned the four main directions 
and created beautiful compass roses as well as using our newly acquired map skills to create our 
own town.  In language arts, reading comprehension was focused on main idea and supporting de-
tails, diagraphs in spelling, and proper nouns in grammar.  The first grade team would like to ex-
tend a wish for a happy, safe, and peaceful holiday season and new year.   

                                    The First Grade Team  

Miss Duarte Ext. 43511 cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Rees Ext.43519     rrees@rusd.k12.ca.us        

Mrs. Torres Ext. 43540 ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Wilson Ext. 43508  dwilson@rusd@gmail.com  

 

mailto:kcauffiel@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:bnorton@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:Albright.rusd@gmail.com


Hello Bobcat Parents! 

The holiday season is upon us and it is such a festive time of year!  Students are busily preparing for so 

many activities this month.  Here is a glimpse of what we are learning in the upcoming month of Decem-

ber. 

MATH:  We have completed units of study in multiplication, division, and geometry.  Please work with your 

child in mastering their math facts.  We will continue with the units of study of multiplication and division 

when we return from winter break as well.  

LANGUAGE ARTS: We will shift our focus in writing to opinion writing.  Encourage your student to write 

neatly and use good sentence structure.  We continue to read for comprehension and encourage stu-

dents to read daily to increase fluency and accuracy.   

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We are working to complete Unit 2 study of the Native Americans.  From there, we will 

move into the study of local history and communities.  We will be learning about Riverside History. 

SCIENCE:  Our unit of study in science will move into Earth science.  We will be studying about the Earth, 

sun, moon, and the solar system.  

hank you as always for continued support and help with our students and classrooms! 

!       Mrs. Bambrick ~ Mrs. Flotron ~ Mrs. Nuttall~ Ms. Sheskey ~ Ms. Starr   

                                   ( x43520)            (x43513)          (x43541)          (x43516)       (x43509)       

Mrs. Sheskey  (lsheskey@rusd.k12.ca.us)            Mrs. Bambrick    (vbambrick@rusd.k12.ca.us)     

    Mrs. Flotron      (vflotron@rusd.k12.ca.us)     Mrs. Nuttall   (dnuttall@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

Ms. Starr  (CStarr@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

Fourth Grade Fun 
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Happy Holidays to all from the Fourth Grade Team!  We are working hard and moving along at a successful speed.  Thank you for all your support in 
completing the first trimester conference meetings.  During the second trimester, from December 1 to March 16 the team has planned the mission re-
port, water assemblies, Art-To-Go lessons, and many more things coming up within the fourth grade. Here’s a glimpse at what we are completing. 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Each week we use our essential questions to guide our interactions and to help us make more meaningful connections with the 
text. Each day we build upon our connections as we delve deeper into our content through collaborative conversations, writing, and close reading. 
Please continue to make sure students are completing their nightly reading and practicing fluency.  This trimester our Genre writing is opinion. The main 
writing focus is citing and explaining evidence found in the sources using sentence starters to defend their opinion on a particular topic. At the end of 
the semester students will complete a district assessment on opinion writing.   

MATH:  Our year began with our focus in whole numbers: place value, rounding, adding, subtracting, and multiplying.  We will now mov e on to fac-
tors and multiples, followed by whole number division, then fractions.  The unit on factors and multiples addresses the concepts of area and perime-
ter, factors, and multiples.  Students will calculate the area and perimeter measurement of two-dimensional shapes.  The unit with whole number divi-
sion develops understanding of dividing to find quotients involving multi-digit dividends and relates multiplication to division.  By the end of the sec-
ond trimester, we will work on the fraction unit.  The unit address fractions by comparison using reasoning strategies to compare fractions, and addi-
tion/subtraction of fractions with like denominators.   Please continue to encourage your child to practice his/her multiplication facts regularly. 
Knowledge of the facts is essential to multi-digit multiplication in fourth grade.  

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We are focusing on California’s explorers to Alta California then onto the Spanish Missions.  Chapter 3 begins with early explorers 
to California and its native people.  This year the fourth grade team has decided to change the traditional Mission Project. This year students will paint 
and draw with pastels their vision of a California Mission from the Art-to-Go Program.  Along with this project the students with complete a report after 
we study the twenty-one missions of California.  Students will receive the report directions in the month of January.  Then they will work in pairs to re-
search their mission and collaborate on the writing together.  

SCIENCE:  We will complete the units on Life and Earth Sciences, and then continue onto Rocks and Minerals in the next few months.  Students will 
explore the three types of rocks: igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic form from minerals with the help of nature and learn the rock cycle.     

The fourth grade team would like to remind everyone that we have 4th Grade P.E. outdoors Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, please make sure 
your child is wearing appropriate shoes or bringing shoes with them to change in to.  Also, please remind your child to use their breaks (before school, 
morning, and lunch recess) to use the restroom so they do not miss valuable instructional time.  

Please continue to check with your students nightly for reminders about homework and exciting upcoming events. Thanks again for all your parent sup-
port.                               Mrs. Beymer: rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us;      Ms. Howard: mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us;  

Ms. Richardson:  crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us;  Mrs. Sanchez: mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us;        Mrs. Smith: ajsmith@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Third Grade Thunder 

mailto:rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:asmith@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sixth Grade Summary 
 

Trimester two is here already! We were really pleased with student-led conferences. We hope you enjoyed the experience 
of watching your child take responsibility for his/her achievement and success. The students seemed very excited “showing off” 
what they have been learning in 6th grade.   

  In writing, we have been working on informative essays. The students researched and wrote one essay about dolphins 
and another essay about the Grand Canyon. Writing was scored using a rubric that evaluated a thesis statement, relevant facts from 
their research, appropriate transitions, and a concluding statement. In reading, we will continue studying how ancient cultures 
share ideas by reading stories about ancient civilizations.  In social studies we will finish Mesopotamia and begin learning about 
Ancient Egypt. Students will continue learning how to support claims by using textual evidence.  

In math, the students are continuing to divide problems with decimals. The students have been dividing whole numbers 
by decimals by using standard algorithm. The students have been using estimation throughout the unit to check if exact answers 
are reasonable. After the students take their final test on decimals, we will begin ratios. It is crucial that students know all multipli-
cation facts up to 12 fluently in order to be successful with the next few units in 6th grade.  

In science, sixth graders will be starting Chapter 1, which focuses on Earth Ecology. Students will learn that all living or-
ganisms live in ecosystems in which energy is exchanged to maintain life. They will learn the different roles plants, animals, and 
other organisms play as producers, consumers, and decomposers. They will continue to take Cornell notes answering essential 
questions in order to answer the overall question for the chapter. They will be assigned a biome project after the winter break.  

T-shirts for 6th grade should be arriving soon. We will hand them out to students when they arrive. Thank you again for all 
of your continued support. If you have any questions feel free to contact us!  

 

Mrs. Irvin lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us                           Mrs. Thompson smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Mrs. Nicholson cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us .      Mrs. Schulte nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us 
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Fabulous Fifth Grade 
 Thank you to all who attended for a productive parent-teacher conference, and we look forward to seeing 

your student’s continued growth!  During the next few weeks before winter break, we will be studying the following: 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Through literature and informational texts, students will learn about the early development of 

our country.  Students will closely read and view resources that demonstrate the diversity that existed among early 

colonists.  Informational reading will focus on the differences and similarities in their origins, beliefs, the geograph-

ical regions in which they lived, and the development of their economies.  Students will also learn to organize notes 

and multiple resources which will be used to write an opinion essay in which they will write about their preferred 

colonial settlement.   

MATH:  Our lessons will begin with a focus on the division of whole numbers and decimals.  We will then move to 

evaluating expressions using all four operations.  Students should continue practicing multiplication math facts on 

a regular basis.  These basic skills are essential as we move on to higher-level math skills and concepts.    

SOCIAL STUDIES:  Our social studies content will be an extension of our language arts focus.  We will be learning 

about the development of the early settlements and colonies.  We will learn about the diversity among early colo-

nists and differences in how they developed their varying ways of life.  

SCIENCE:  Our focus will be on life science.  We will be learning about the structure of both plant and animal cells, 

along with the functions of organ systems.    

                                           Have a safe and happy Holiday Season! 

Mrs. Cervantes  Ext. 43542  (mcervamtes@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Steel  Ext. 43523 (msteel@rusd.k12.ca.us)                  

Mrs. Sperry   Ext. 43526 (hsperry@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Wilder   Ext. 43506 (nwilder@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

mailto:lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

                          

 

1 

Parent/

Teacher  

Conferences 

2 

3 

 

4        5        6         7 

 

        8 

 

9 

10         11         12 

Advanced 

Band     Con-

cert at Miller 

M.S., 6:30 

pm 

 

 

13 14             15 

Awards      

Assemblies 

8:30, 9:10 & 

1:30 

 

       16 

17 

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

 

20 21 

Holiday 

 

22 

Program 

 

Last Day of 

School before 

Winter Break 

 

 

       23 

       24 

Winter  

Recess —> 

           25 

Christmas Day 

 

 

       26 

 

          27            28 

 

29 

 

       30 

31     

2017  

DECEMBER 




